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Sir: 

Enclosed are the following documents: 



- Information Disclosure Statement; 
-FormPTO/SB/08A; 

- Copy of International Search Report; and 

- Return Postcard. 



I hereby certify that this paper (along with anything referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited with the United States Postal Service 
on the date shown below with sufficient postage as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231. 
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Commissioner for Patents 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 
(37C.F.R.§1.8a) 



Ashley Clark 



Date of Deposit 





::ODMA\PCDOCS\San_Diego\76864\l 



Patent 

38602.00003.CON1 



No fee is believed due with this submission; however, the Commissioner is authorized to 
charge any fee required, or to credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 50-2613. 



PAUL, HASTINGS, JANOFSKY & WALKER LLP 

3579 Valley Centre Drive 
San Diego, CA 92130-2081 
Phone: (858) 720-2500 
Fax: (858) 720-2555 



Respectfully submitted, 



PAUL, HASTINGS, JANOFSKY & WALKER LLP 





2 




Patent 

38602.00003. C0N1 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the Application of: 

Theresa M. Miale, et al. 

Serial No.: 10/635,670 

Filed: August 5, 2003 

For: ANIMAL LIFT AND TRANSPORT 
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR 
USING THE SAME 



Group Art Unit: 375 
Examiner: TBA 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR § 1.97 (B)(3) 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

In compliance with the Applicants' duty under 37 CFR 1.97-98, the following information is 
brought to the attention of the Examiner. The items identified in this Information Disclosure 
Statements were submitted in parent Application Serial Nos. 09/276,582 and 09/102,293, filed 
March 25, 1999 and June 22, 1998, respectively. Copies of the listed documents are not provided 
herewith because they are available in the parent application. 

The items identified in this Information Disclosure Statement may or may not be "material" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.56 and the submission thereof by Applicants shall not be construed as an 
admission that any such patent, publication or other information referred to therein is material or 
considered to be material (37 CFR 1.97(h)), or even qualifies as "prior art" under 35 U.S.C. § 102 
with respect to this invention unless specifically designated by Applicants as such. 
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The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a 



search has been made or that no other material information, as defined in 37 CFR 1 .56, exists. 

The attached IDS is being filed in accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1 .97 and 1 .98. This IDS is 
believed to be timely in that it is being submitted under 37 CFR § 1.97(b)(3), that is before the 
mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. Thus, no petition or fee is required. However, if 
Applicants' undersigned representative is in error in this regard, the Examiner is requested to 
consider this IDS as filed under § 1 .97(c)(2) and is further authorized to charge any fee required by 
the filing of these papers to Paul, Hastings, Janofsky & Walker's Deposit Account No. 50-2613. 



Respectfully submitted, 



PAUL, HASTINGS, JANOFSKY & WALKER 




3579 Valley Centre Drive 
San Diego, California 92130 
Telephone: (858) 720-2500 
Facsimile: (858) 720-2555 
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type a plus sign (+) inside this box ■> + 



PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 



Substitute for form 1 449A/PTO 


Complete if Known ^ 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Application Number 


10/635,370 


Filing Date 


August 5, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Theresa M. Miale 


(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Group Art Unit 


TBA 


Examiner Name 


TBA 


^ Sheet 1 of 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


38602.00003.CON1 j 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 

Figures Appear i 


M.rmKor Kind Code* 

Number {ffknom) 






214,224 




Winters 


04-08-1879 








2,967,510 




Stoody 


01-10-1961 








2,976,840 




Hugus 


03-28-1961 








3,110,476 




Farris 


11-12-1963 








3,245,366 




Fox 


04-12-1966 








3,282,566 




Clarke 


11-01-1966 








3,640,520 




Wieland, et al. 


02-08-1972 








3,644,944 




Bourgraf, et al. 


02-29-1972 








3,686,696 




Lanigan 


08-29-1972 








3,740,778 




Jordan, et al. 


06-26-1973 








3,700,229 




Kurokawa, et al: 


10-24-1972 








3,805,712 




Taylor, et al. 


04-23-1974 








4,097,941 




Merkel 


.07-01-1978 








4,227,269 




Johnston 


10-14-1980 








4,558,847 




Coates 


12-17-1985 








4,579,381 




Williams ; - 


04-01-1986 








4,796,565 




Charbeneau 


01-10-1989 








4,911,106 




Goodwin . ' ' 


03-27-1990 








5,337,428 




Krauska, et al. 


08-16-1994 








5,575,026 




Way, et al. 


11-19-1996 








5,752,473 




De Roovere 


05-19-1998 








5,823,146 




Alaniz, et al 


10-20-1998 








5,842,443 




Steinfort 


12-01-1998 








5,960,739 




Storm 


10-05-1999 








5,987,673 




Smith 


11-23-1999 








5,860,389 




Caldwell 


01-19-1999 








6,089,192 




Gent 


07-18-2000 





Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation is not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office. Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231. 
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Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number 



3 % 



T^vSubstitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
EMENT BY APPL,CANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


10/635,370 


Filing Date 


August 5, 2003 


First Named Inv ntor 


Theresa M. Miale 


Group Art Unit 


TBA 


Examiner Name 


TBA 


2 of 2 


Attorney Docket Number 


38602.00003.CON1 J 



S FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials' 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Apgear^^ 


T 6 


, Kind Code 1 (if 
Office Number known) 






CH 


196 813 






06-16-1938 










DE 


18 10 628 






09-10-1970 










GB 


526 711 






09-24-1940 










GB 


887 994 






01-24-1962 










GB 


2 078 529 






01-13-1982 

























S NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item (book, magazine, journal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volumes-issue numbers), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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R.C. STEELE Catalog for Wholesale Pet Supplies, p. 1 1 (July 1998) 








Unknown Veternarian Magazine, dbL 7 advertisement for Solo-Tech MINI Mobile 
Treatment/Propo Lift Table * 








International Search Report for related PCT International Application No. PCT/US99/ 13483, filed 06-15- 
99 (October 15, 1999) : , 





Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation is not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WIPO Standard ST. 3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is to 
place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

+ Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, DC 20231. 
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